THE MYTHICAL TALES BEHIND SLOVENIA’S MOUNTAINS

INSERT THE WORDS INTO THE TEXT. THEN MATCH THE WORDS IN BOLD WITH THEIR DEFINITIONS.
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[image: Kralj Matjaž - Wikipedija, prosta enciklopedija]Slovenia, with its stunning mountain ____________, glacial lakes, and clear blue rivers, remains to be an ideal destination for all kinds of outdoor enthusiasts. When a country is filled with such enchanting ____________, there is bound to be a trove of fairy tales surrounding it.
For those familiar with Slovenia’s mountains, perhaps your next hike will be a different ____________  once you learn of the legends behind these peaks. Not only will you enjoy the country’s natural beauty, but also appreciate its rich culture and folklore.

1) Mount Peca and the Sleeping King
[image: Pripovedka: Zlatorog - YouTube]
According to a local legend, at the bowels of Mount Peca lies the sleeping King Matjaž, who was once ____________  and respected by his subjects. He was mysteriously swallowed up by the mountain before armies sent by jealous rulers had the chance to crush him. It is said that the king will one day rise again, but not until his beard ____________  his table in the depths of the mountain seven times. Mount Peca is a mighty mountain found in Koroška, which is north of the country. One of its unique attractions is a disused mine, where visitors can either go biking or kayaking through the tunnels. Who knows? While exploring the underground, perhaps you’ll catch a glimpse of a beard wrapped around a table.

2) The Guardian Buck of Triglav
[image: Bajka o nastanku Tržiča | trzic.net]
Triglav is the king of the Julian Alps and the highest mountain in Slovenia. It makes for an iconic hike, especially in the summer. You could also ____________ climbing Triglav in the winter for an added ____________. Of course, this majestic wonder has its fair share of stories. One popular legend as narrated on Itinari, goes that the Triglav area was once the dwelling of “white women” who raised sheep. The leader of the herd of sheep was a giant, white chamois buck called Zlatorog. It is said to have golden ____________  that held the key to a great treasure. One day, a young hunter from Trenta Valley shot down Zlatorog in his desire to obtain the treasure. But the buck miraculously survived, and in its rage, threw the hunter from the precipice. Zlatorog and the white women disappeared ever since, and locals believe the treasure is still hidden somewhere below Triglav. In your next hike to Triglav, why not try searching for this treasure?

3) Tržič’s Dragon Inhabitants

Older residents of the mountain kingdom of Tržič say that the area used to be inhabited by dragons. The town’s origin even involves a dragon. According to legend, a great beast came to life deep inside the mountain of Košuta. As it grew bigger, the mountain ____________  into two, causing a rockslide that buried the settlement below it. In order to save themselves, the inhabitants ran to the valley and settled there instead. This is where Tržič began. Like the myths from many other countries, dragons are a significant part of Slovenia’s folklore. Hence, they are also widely used characters in the world of entertainment. The Game of Thrones series for instance, employs three fantastical dragons that people are now big fans of. On a smaller scale, the simple browser game Dragon’s Myth on Slot Source pays a small tribute to old folk stories where young characters go quests to slay dragons. They are such ____________  creatures that even though they were never proven to exist, several dragon monuments can be found in Slovenia.
When you’re hiking near Tržič, keep in mind; you may be treading near the dwelling of a sleeping dragon.

	1) appreciate
	____
	A) kill, slaughter

	2) bowels
	____
	B) wish for

	3) wrap(ped)
	____
	C) impressive

	4) dwelling
	____
	D) be greatful

	5) desire
	____
	E) step, walk

	6) rage
	____
	F) guts, depths

	7) inhabit(ed)
	____
	G) fury, anger

	8) significant
	____
	H) enclose, pack

	9)  slay
	____
	I) populate, settle

	10) tread(ing)
	____
	J) residence


WHEN THE WORLD WAS CREATED

In Slovenian folk tradition there are also creation myths. Jakob Kelemina and Zmago Šmitek _____________ (record)  several versions of the way Slovenian people explained the earth and mankind and how the world used to be.

In the _________________ (begin)

I. Long ago when Slovenes ______________ (be) still ajdi, they believed that God had slept from the beginning and this sleep had lasted for ever and ever. When the time came for ______________ (he) to wake up, he began to look around and his first glance created our ______________ (beauty) earth, his second glance our dearest sun, his ______________ (three) glance our friendly moon, each following glance a glittering star. God was amazed at the things that he had created and was looking them over, but the further he went, ______________ (many) stars there were, since they kept growing in number from moment to moment. God ______________ (grow) tired of travelling and returned to our earth. From his brow a drop of sweat ______________ (fall) to the ground and from this drop the first man was created. 

II. Ajdi used to say that the earth was from the beginning barren and nothing but rock. It bore nothing, and it ______________ (not need) to produce food to live. Among men lived God himself in spirit and body, and fed them with heavenly manna. Yet people didn’t live ______________ (happy) because they feared godly magnificence and radiance. From ceaseless trembling they did not enjoy eating or drinking, or have a good time. God _____________ (feel) pity for mankind. He split from his body and moved to the heaven. The body left on the earth disappeared and changed into fertile soil. In godly soil men sought their own food and no ______________ (long) had any need of godly manna. Only now they began to enjoy life and were happy.

Ajdi in Mežiška Valley

In the old days there lived giants, Ajdi. They looked like humans, and were huge. The first generation of giants lived on Golden Mountain, from there they moved, I don’t know why, to our _____________ (high) mountains and lands. They settled singly, never several families on one mountain. When they wanted to talk to each other, they did not, as we do, visit, but spoke from one mountain to the next; if one of them _____________ (want) to borrow something, he only called out, and the neighbour _____________ (throw) the iron tool from the next mountain. They did not fetch water as we do with buckets, but bent from the mountain and scooped the water with their hands from the river. The giants were indeed very, very strong, but they were not so very clever; they were not able to make tools. They pulled trees with_____________ (they) roots from the ground. Only a later generation _____________ (can) make wooden axes for themselves. That generation was _______________ (intelligent) than the previous ones and was able to make itself wild fire: they rubbed one tree against the other till wood caught fire.

Kurent saves man from the great flood
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Ancient Slovenes believed that in the beginning there was the happiest age, when bread grew on trees and the wheat ears were half a fathom long. In the beginning people behaved _____________ (good), but soon they became corrupt and evil. So the gods decided to make an end of the world. It started to rain _____________ (heavy) and the water rose high covering the earth. All the people drowned, only four were saved and didn’t perish in the dreadful flood. The tale is silent on the fate of the three; how the fourth was saved from the dreadful flood, is known. On a high hill there was a vine, which reached the sky. The fourth man grasped the vine and began to climb. Kurent, a god, highly revered by the ancient Slavs, saw him and was most pleased, that the man was _____________ (seek) help by the tree sacred to himself, and so took pity on the poor fellow. The water began to recede quickly and the earth became drier by the minute. The rescued man had to make a promise to Kurent, his rescuer, for himself and his descendants, that he will always value the two plants, sacred to himself and pleased to eat their produce. These were the vine and the buckwheat. The rescued man took in one hand the vine, in the other the buckwheat stalk and _____________  (go) away looking for a place to settle. On the banks of the Adriatic Sea he stopped. From the vine that he carried, he cut a switch and put it into the ground with all his strength. He also sowed the buckwheat. His sons spread throughout Kranjska and to this day Kranjci for the greater part live on buckwheat and value wine, and with gratitude remember Kurent, their old benefactor. The four people rescued from the flood went into the four parts of the world, and again filled the earth.
Kurent was greatly revered by ancient Slavs; today we _____________ (celebrate) carnival/pust as a remembrance day of the ancient Kurent. 
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