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I have a Magic Finger.

When I get angry, I get very hot . . .

The first finger of my right hand
begins to feel very strange.

A bright light comes out of it and
touches the person who made me

angry . . .

and then things begin to happen!




I was in a spelling class once when
my teacher Mrs. Winter said,
“Stand up and spell cat.”

“K-a-t,” I said.

“You are a naughty little girl!”
Mrs. Winter said.

“No, I am not!” I said, angrily.
Then, I pointed the Magic Finger
at Mrs. Winter . . .

and suddenly shd long hairs on
her nose, like a cat!




All the children in the class laughed. = She was never the same again
after that.

Then, Mrs. Winter turned
around . . . and she had a tail! .




Last week, I pointed the ~ On Saturday, they shot a beautiful
Magic Finger at the Gregg family. deer. When I saw it, I was very
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg, and their sons | angry. I shouted at Philip and
Philip and William, live next to William, but they only laughed . . .

our farm. Then, I pointed the Magic Finger |

Philip and William are my friends, at them all.
but they like shooting birds and

animals with their father. I HATE it

when they do that.




That afternoon, Mr. Gregg and
Philip and William went out again
to shoot some ducks.
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In the first hour, they shot
ten birds. In the next hour, they shot’ p
another six. ' ’

Then, they saw four more ducks.




They tried to shoot those ducks, too,
but they COULD NOT kill them.

It was very strange—but they could
not hit them.

The Greggs tried again and again,
but the ducks did not stop flying
around their heads.




The next morning, things got
stranger. When Mr. Gregg woke
up, he could not feel his hands.

He jumped out of bed and saw that
he was a very small man now.
He did not have arms—he had wings!




Philip and William flew into
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg’s room—ond
they were REALLY small.

Then, Mrs. Gregg jumped out of
bed. She was also very small now,
and she had wings, too.

“What’s happened to us?” she cried.

“Look at us!” the boys said.
“We can fly!”

Then, they flew out of the window.




They all looked down, and they
saw four very big ducks. The ducks
were as big as men, and they had
arms, not wings. They went into the
Greggs’ house and closed the door.

Myr. and Mrs. Gregg followed them,
and soon all the Greggs were flying
around together.

“This is lovely!” they said, but then
Philip suddenly called, “Look!
Someone is in our garden!”
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The Greggs flew to the top of a
tall tree.

“They’ve taken our house!”
Mrs. Gregg said, and she began to
cry. “Where are we going to sleep?”

“Don’t cry,” Mr. Gregg said.
“We can build a nest!”



“Now, bring lots of sticks and
leaves,” said Mr. Gregg. They
worked very hard, and they built

a beautiful nest.

«Tp's lovely!” said Mrs. Gregg. “Oh,
but what can we have for dinner?”

«We’ll fly into our house through an

open window and

said Mr. Gregg.
W\

get some biscuits,”




/

They arrived at the house, but all
the windows and doors were closed.

“There’s a duck in my bed!”
shouted William.

“Look at that duck in our kitchen!”
cried Mrs. Gregg.

“Look at that duck with my gun!”
said Mr. Gregg.

“A duck is playing with my
toy train!” said Philip.




The Greggs flew back to their nest. ' It is not easy to eat an apple without
“ hands, but they all had a few bites.
Then, they flew back to the nest and

tried to sleep.

“What are we going to eat NOW?”
said the boys, hungrily.

“We have lots of apple trees in our ,
garden!” said Mr. Gregg. “We can . 0
eat apples! Come on!” Y
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That night, it was very windy It was o bad, bad night.
| 1 and very wet.
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At last, the morning came . . . but Three of them had the Greggs’ guns,

when Mr. and Mrs. Gregg looked and the guns were all pointing at
over the side of the nest, they saw

the four ducks on the ground below.

-~

the nest.




“Don’t shoot!” Mr. and Mrs.

shouted. “Oyy two little chil
are here with yg.”

Gregg
dren

“You shot MY six children
yesterday,” said one of the ducks.




“If you put down your guns,”

said Mry. Gregg, “I will never shoot
a duck again.”

“REALLY?” said the duck.

“Yes,” said Mr. Gregg. “T will break
the guns into small pieces.”

“OK.,” said the duck. “You can
)

929
come down.

Then, the Greggs flew out of
the nest.




They flew down, down . . .

and suddenly they were in
their garden.

“Our wings have gone!”
said Mr. Gregg.

“We are not small!” laughed
Mrs. Gregg.




Half an hour later, I arrived at the
Greggs’ farm. I was very surprised
when I saw them.

Mr. Gregg was breaking his gun
and his boys’ guns into pieces.

Philip and William were giving food
to all the birds in the garden.




“What happened?” I asked.

Philip and William told me their
story. “Look at our nest!” they said.
“We slept there last night.”

“We built it,” said Mr. Greggq,
happily. “Every stick—and we have
changed our name. We are not

the Gregg family. We are the Egg
family, because we love birds now!”
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The key below describes the skills
practiced in each activity.

a Spelling ond writing

Y Reading

o Speaking

0 Critical thinking

Q Preparation for the Cambridge
Young Learners exams

‘ Match the words to the pictures.

1 Mr. Gregg
2 Mrs. Gregg
3 Philip

4 William

5 The Magic Finger
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‘ Look and read. Put a |/ |or d

in the boxes. O
1 . 2% Thisisa duck.

Ask and answer the questions
with a friend. Q He.

A bright light comes out ofit and
s the person who made me

angry . . -
and then things begin to happen!

B L (" What does the girl
in the story have?

B She has a
| Magic Finger.

9 Which finger is it?
3 What can it do?

4 When does it happen?




‘ Can you remember?
Choose the correct words.

1 My teacher Mrs. Winter said,
a “Sit down and spell cat.”
b “Stand up and spell cat.” )

9, Mrs. Winter said,
a “You are d naughty little girl!”

b “You are a good girl!”

3 1 said, angrily,
a “No, T am not!”
b “Yes, I am!”

4 Suddenly she had
a long hairs on her nose.

b long hairs on her feet.

‘ Find the words.
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Read the text. Write some
words to complete the sentences.

©060

KfLast week, I pointed the w

Magic Finger at the Gregg family.

Philip and William are my friends,
‘but they like shooting animals with
their father. On Saturday, they shot

K a beautiful deer. e

1 The girl pointed her
...MQ,.g_ig:....E.m.g_.e_r‘.._ ot her friends.

9 She doesn’t like them

‘ Write the questions. Then, write
the answers. O

1 (did) (family ) ( Gregg ) (shoot ) (the)
Question: What did the Gregg......
family shoot?......

Answer: Thegshotsomedu.cks

2 @ @ow) (theg) Gnang) Cshoot)

Question: .

Answer:

3 (did) (ducks ) (fly) (other ) ( the)
®

Question: ...

Answer:

a




‘ Complete the sentences. | ‘ Can you remember?
Write a—d. \ Choose the correct words. &

1 The next morning, d ....... 1 Mrs. Gregg jumped out of
92 When Mr. Gregg woke Up, = e b the nest.
3 He jumped out of bed and SOW ..o 2 She had

a leaves. b wings.
4 He did not have arms— N

: 3 Philip and William were really
, — a big. b small.
Kfa he could not feel his hands. \
4 They could
a fly. b swim.

b he had wings!

¢ that he was a very small man Now.

d things got stranger.
k hings got stranger =9




:
| ‘ Look and read. Write true or false. | ‘ Can you remember?
: -\ 1
| (a2) (/) O Write the correct form of
4! the verbs. €.
| M. and Mrs. Gregg followed them, They all looked down, and they '
M e )
’ arms, not wings. Tixeg went into the ; ] | ?
;mt:gz‘:ﬁ;g‘&i:ﬁ%ﬁ:‘;meﬂ Greggs house and closed the door. i I Theg Ve tO |<e n (take) Our
Someone is in our garden!” 99
house!” Mrs. Gregg said, and she
............... (begin) to cr-g' “Where
are we going to . (sleep)?”
- T (not cry),” Mr. Gregg
,,,,, . said. “We can build a nest!”
1 The Greggs were flying The Greggs (fly) to th
y) to the
around together. frue. top of a tall tree
2 They didn’t like flying. e
3 They saw someone 1n
| their garden. e

4 There were fouf ducks 1n

their house. e

5 The ducks were smaller

than people. e



f;” “‘
‘ Circle the correét pictures. 0 | ‘ Look at the letters. Write the
1 {

words. O Q

1 “Now, bring lots of sticks and
.l_eg_..v.e..s‘.,” said Mr. Gregg.

"snet

2 They worked very hard, and they
built a beautiful

3 You can use these to moke a nest. Cn ] Q

1 This con do magic.

“It’s lovely!” said Mrs. Gregg.
“Oh, but what can we have
for 7

Gliwnow)

“We’ll fly into our house through

4 This person shoots birds.
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an open and get some
biscuits,” said Mr. Gregg.




‘ Write at, in, or with. &5 O

« B bed?
They arrived at the house, but all ‘The::(‘ls ‘; g;:l;m my
the windows and doors were closed. shou

i \a “A duck is playing w.ith my
wl.““";‘llat gmt At toy train!” said Philip.
said Mr. Gregg.

1 They arrived ‘at._the house, but all

the windows and doors were closed.

9 “T,00k Ot that QUCK s
our kitchen!” cried Mrs. Gregg.

3 “Look at that QUCK .
my gun!” said Mr. Gregg.

A “There’s o QUCK .
my bed!” shouted William.

5 “A duck 18 PLOYINY v

my toy train!” said Philip.

60

‘ Talk about the two pictures with
a friend. How are they different? Q) |

That afternoon, Mr. Gregg and ,J« 7 ,)
Philip and William went out again i
to shoot some ducks.

B4

1In the first hour, they shot

ten birds. In the next hour, they shot
another six.

Then, they saw four more ducks.

i

" “Don’t shoot!” Mr. and Mrs. Gregg
"7 shouted. “Our two little children
- are here with us.”

“You shot MY six children
yesterday,” said one of the ducks.

qn picture a, the Gregg fam[/f
are shooting at the ducks.
In picture b, the ducks are

holding the guns.
2 2

_J
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‘ Look and read. Choose the
correct words and write them

on the lines. © @ O

1 Abeautiful animal

that lives in
the country. deer .

9 You can do this
toan apple.

3 Birds usually live here. e

After that, and Finally. Q

. Order the story. Write First, Next,

They agreed never to kill birds again.

They got small, grew wings, and lost
their house.

_ They built a nest.

( The Gregg family shot a lot of ducks, i

5

First, the Gregg family shot

a lot of ducks,




