COLUMBUS DAY
Today we take for granted that the world is round. In the fifteenth century, however, most people believed the world was flat. They thought that monsters or a trip over the edge of the earth waited for anybody who sailed outside the limits of known territory. People laughed at or jailed others who dared think that the world was in the shape of a globe.
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Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy, in 1451 to Domenico Columbo, a wool weaver.

He worked for his father until he was 22, then set out to follow his own dream to become a sea captain. Many of his fellow Genoese had prospered in Lisbon under the Portuguese flag as Captains of sailing ships and he longed to join their ranks.

It was to this end that Columbus began to educate himself learning to read and speak Portuguese, Castilian and Latin. He read many geography books, and studied the bible and the writings of Marco Polo, gathering all the information he could about the world. He became a chart maker himself and because of these studies became convinced that the world was spherical, round instead of flat. This belief later became the basis for his quest of finding a shorter route to Asia.

Columbus first asked Queen Isabella for help in 1486, but it was years before she agreed. He was given the title of “Admiral of All the Ocean Seas,” and received one-tenth of the riches that came from any of his discoveries.

Finally, on August 3, 1492, he and ninety men set sail on the flagship Santa Maria. Two other ships, the Nina and the Pinta, came with him. They sailed west. Two long months went by. His men became tired and sick, and threatened to turn the ships back. Columbus encouraged them, certain that they would find the spice trail to the east. On October 11th, ten o´clock at night, Columbus saw a light. The Pinta kept sailing, and reported that the light was, in fact, land. The next morning at dawn they landed. Columbus actually landed among the Bahama Islands. He named this land San Salvador, claiming it in the name of Spain.
Columbus Day is celebrated in the United States to honour Christopher Columbus´s first voyage to America in 1492. 

