WHAT IS CLIL?                                                                                                                                                    Prepared by Karmen Pižorn

Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)

You’ll never see teaching the same way again.

What is CLIL?

[image: Rezultat iskanja slik za CLIL PICTURE]Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) has become the umbrella term describing both learning content (subject matter) such as physics or geography through the medium  of another (foreign/ second/ language of schooling) language and learning a (foreign/ second/ language of schooling) language by studying a content-based subject. Just as “integrated” suggests, a CLIL class hits two birds with one stone: the subject matter and the target language.
It is essential to understand that CLIL is not a language class. It’s a subject class taught in a certain (not the student's mother tongue).
 
While students are learning about the subject matter, they’re also learning a new language alongside it which may seem to the students as a side effect but from the teacher's perspective it means a well-planned language learning. 

Now watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgrZ9Zp4uuw
How did you feel? Did you understand the main idea(s) of the text? What could/should have the speaker (teacher) have done differently in order to make the topic more comprhensible for the viewers?
	

	

	

	



Now watch a video on the same topic. Have you understood more? Why?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEa99OpS9EU

	

	

	

	



Let us now watch researchers who have been working in CLIL for a longer time.

1. Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fS7VfRLOgnI
and answer the question “What are the principles of CLIL?”
2. Now watch another video and answer the questions:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h33LnIqR1c

1. How does the speaker define CLIL?
2. What does the speaker say about young students' skills to apply knowledge?
3. How can students develop the skills needed in today's world?
4. What is the difference between hard and soft CLIL?
5. What are the four main elements of CLIL?
6. Should language be taught at the same time as content? Why yes/no?

3. Now watch another video https://bridge.edu/tefl/blog/what-is-clil/
and answer the questions below:
1. Who is CLIL suited for?
2. What is CLIL NOT?
3. What is CLIL?
4. Describe an example from a language classroom and how to transfer to CLIL.
5. Is CLIL only for the privileged children?
6. What does CLIL aim to develop?


BRIEF HISTORY OF CLIL
Forms of CLIL have previously been known as 'Content-based instruction', 'English across the curriculum' and 'Bilingual education' and some more.

CLIL, as a term, can be traced back to 1994 and Professor David Marsh of the University of Jyväskylä in Finland. But while the term “CLIL” can be a relatively recent European innovation, the concept of CLIL has been used long before 1994.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Czdg8-6mJA

Although the word CLIL was coined not a long time ago, in 1994, CLIL is not a brand new phenomenon at all. It is said that a long time ago, around 5,000 years ago, in what is now modern Iraq, the Attakians conquered the Sumerians. They wanted to learn the local language and so Sumerian was used as the language of instruction to learn content. 

A similar example is found with the use of Latin. For centuries, Latin was the language of instruction in European universities and became the primary language of law, medicine, theology, science and philosophy.

In Ancient Rome, patrician families would often choose to have their sons, and, occasionally their daughters, educated in Greek.

More recently, wealthier families in many European countries employed tutors and governesses with particular language backgrounds (French, English, Spanish, Chinese) to teach their children in a foreign language and the very wealthy would often choose to send their children abroad for a full immersion course in a foreign language.
Read:
1. Russia's Wealthiest Families Still Pay Top Dollar for Foreign Nannies
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2015/05/05/russias-wealthiest-families-still-pay-top-dollar-for-foreign-nannies-a46335
2. Princess Charlotte is already bilingual at age two
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/princess-charlotte-bilingual-spanish-speaking-age-two-a8156511.html

What do you think about only wealthy families having the opportunity to offer foreign languages to their children? Discuss with your colleagues and be prepared to give arguments for and against in the written examination.

A more recently recorded fact, which can be described as the first example of modern CLIL was in 1965 in Canada. English speaking parents who were living in the French quarters of Quebec were worried because they saw their children were in disadvantage with French speakers. They asked the Government to produce immersion of programmes in the schools so that they learned the subjects in French (instead of French). This idea apparently spread all over Canada and the rest of the world.
Now read the article: Immersion Education for the Millennium: What We Have Learned from 30 Years of Research on Second Language Immersion by Jim Cummins (See e-classroom) Be ready to discuss it during the lectures.

In Europe, the Netherlands has a long tradition of bilingual educational programmes as do Finland, Hungary, The Czech Republic and Slovakia.  Other countries are catching up fast, especially with the establishment of English-medium universities in, e.g., Italy.
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