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Let me introduce

myself:

 Name: Teja

 Age: 24

 Studying: Primary Teacher
Education; Second Cycle
Programmes (Master); 
Ljubljana

 I like: travelling, learning
about new cultures, meeting 
new people, learning new
things, singing, dancing, 
playing instruments, teaching
children …



Travelling – first, it leaves you speechless and then turns you into a 

storyteller. 

~Ibn Battuta

Some experiences:

India 2015



India 2016





Brasil

2017



Spain 2018 (Au pair)



Ghana 2019



India 2019 

(February)

I‘m going to present my third visit

to the Indian school Piali Ashar

Alo. 

It was a special visit, because I 

tried to use the CLIL method in 

the classroom. 

Duration: 3 weeks



About the school …

 Piali Ashar Alo is an educational center 

which was founded in February 2008 by a 

Slovenian woman, Mojca, and her husband

(an Indian man) Anup in the village of Piali, 

near the city of Kolkata.

 „Its name means “Light of Hope” because 

the chance for education brings hope to all 

of us and above all, to children who would 

otherwise have no opportunity for 

schooling.“

 More info here: 

http://www.pialiasharalo.org/

http://www.pialiasharalo.org/


Open classrooms



My

schedule



My schedule





Difficulties when planning the lessons:

 no computers in the
classrooms;

 no curriculum
(curriculum = student‘s 
book) → all student‘s 
books in Bengali!;

 material limitation for
planning lessons;

 children not having
colour pencils (they
only have one box in 
school which
volunteers brought to 
them).



Communication in preschool classes
(5 and 6 years old): I don‘t speak
Bengali and they don‘t speak (and
understand) English very well. It was
difficult to know how much they
really understood. 

Preschool students didn‘t understand, 
that I don‘t speak Bengali. ☺ They 
spoke in Bengali with me all the 
time. A good thing: they had to listen 
to English during my lessons (English
teachers speak in Bengali a lot during
English lessons).



 They are not used to work in pairs and groups. 

 It‘s hard to find out about their previous knowledge (students and teachers

don‘t speak English very well; student‘s books are in Bengali (except English 

books) … Students told me only about the topics and not about specific 

details). 



Interesting facts (or

differences with our Slovenian schools

and our system) ☺

 They have to learn two alphabets in 

preschool class → Bengali and English. 

Teachers don‘t teach sistemathically

(prewriting activities, similar letters

together …). They start writing letters

from A to Z in one lesson.

 There is a lot of grammar in preschool

classes. They have two preschool

classes: nursery and K. G.

 Pictures: The same class, the same age, the same teacher - and a 

big difference!



They don‘t have a second teacher in preschool
classes. It is hard to do the differentiation and
individualization. They also don‘t have social 
workers and special/social educatiors … Plus, some 
students don‘t have writing experiences before
school (because they don‘t have pencils …).

Final exams in state schools → you have to achieve
25 %, BUT you can‘t be held back in a grade!

Final exams in Piali Ashar Alo → 40 %; you can be 
held back in a grade! But in that case parents
usually transfer a student to another school (in the
next class!)



Half of the time of being at the

school, I was the only English teacher

at the school! One quit, and

unexpectedly, Mojca had to travel to 

Slovenia for one month, so I took her

classes. 

Mojca is indispensable with her 

pedagogical and psychological 

insights (she is a psychologist). She is 

also responsible for promotion and 

fundraising. Plus, due to the lack of

English teachers, she also teaches

English.



English – Bengali 

student‘s books



 I‘m not competent 
enough to evaluate 
English books, but I 
believe this is not a 
very good text for 
learning English (He … 
He … He … He …, 
missing articles, 
wrongly used 
expressions, …)

→

Learning alphabet.





Some activities in the classroom (trying to 

use CLIL)

 Global goal: to teach

them the English

alphabet.

 Unit: Goldilocks and the

three bears.

 Some activities: reading

the story, explaining and

showing new words

(pantomime); reading and

spelling new words with

some activities (find the

word, find your pair …) …



Example

of this

lesson

plan 

(4 Cs)



Prewriting

activities





 Global goal: to teach them how we see the rainbow

(colours of the rainbow and why does a rainbow

appear in the sky).

 Unit: Colours (of the rainbow)

 Activities: flash cards (reading, spelling, writing), the

game „Touch something … blue/yellow/red …“, 

drawing, colouring; an experiment: How does a 

rainbow form …

Touch something green!



 Global goal: 1) to teach them

that people live differently in 

other countries; that the

world is different; 2) to 

encourage them to ask

questions (in English) about

that (to explore, to become

curious …).

 Unit: the world, continents, 

Slovenia

 Some activities: reading a 

story At the airport; making a 

world map; presentation of

Slovenia (calendar pictures!); 

glueing the continents on the

world map; telling me the

story about the picture …







 Global goal: to teach them about

importance of eating fresh fruits

and vegetables each day.

 Unit: Fruits and vegetables

 Some activities: flash cards, 

singing a song (Five little fruits), 

matching the colours and fruits …

 Singing a song. ☺





 Global goal: to teach them about 5 senses (the

smell, the sight, the taste, the hearing, the

touch) and to familiarize them with the five

senses organs of their body.

 Unit: Senses

 Some activities: Find your pair; flash cards …





 Global goal: to teach them

how to express their

feelings.

 Unit: Feelings

 Some activities: Guess the

feeling, Pantomime …





OTHER 
activities ☺

ZUMBA (dancing)





Music
Teaching the keyboard



Teaching the guitar



Choir





I am so thankful to have been

part of Piali Ashar Alo again (for

the third time!). It was a great

experience to teach the children

and to learn new things myself … 

They taught me so much and

gave me the opportunity to learn

with them, to try CLIL and other

things in the classroom and with

children. I will never regret the

decision to go there and will

always remember a wonderful

time I spent there!



Are you interested for some experiences like 

that or to visit Piali Ashar Alo or some other

school?

 There is always a problem with English teachers, so Mojca and Anup

are searching for some students who want to go there for a longer

period of time (half of a year/one year…). But they are also very

welcoming for volunteers who want to come for a shorter period of

time (I recommend a minimum of 3 weeks!). ☺

 They also need sponsors for students. More info here: 

http://www.pialiasharalo.org/donations/

 I also recommend some other programs for amazing experiences all

over the world:

 www.workaway.info/

 https://www.aupairworld.com/en

 http://pota.si/

„My Urmila“ (I‘m her sponsor.)

http://www.pialiasharalo.org/donations/
http://www.workaway.info/
https://www.aupairworld.com/en
http://pota.si/


I was meant to present my experience in 
your class, but due to the Covid-19 I 
don‘t know if this will be possible. ☺

For more information or questions you can contact
me on my e-mail: ts4533@student.uni-lj.si

mailto:ts4533@student.uni-lj.si


THANK YOU!


