PAST  TENSES






I. In the following sentences different past  tenses are used. Discuss why.

1. The Second World War started in 1939.

2. It was raining when we arrived but now it has stopped.

3. When I was a child, we used to have a dog.

4. I hadn’t realised he was married until I noticed his wedding ring.

5. She said she had been there once.

6. I had been feeling quite depressed  until my friend called round to cheer me up.

7. When she arrived home at eight o’clock, Tim cooked the dinner.

8. When she arrived home at eight o’clock, Tim was cooking the dinner.

9. When she arrived home at eight o’clock, Tim had cooked the dinner.

10. After the children had gone to bed, they watched television.

II. Underline the correct verb form in the following sentences. 

1. While he rode / was riding in the forest he lost / was losing his wig.

2.  When I arrived / was arriving the party was in full swing. Paul danced / was dancing with Mary, and Pat and Peter drank / were drinking champagne.

3.  When I finished / was finishing the ironing, I cooked / was cooking dinner.

4. How fast did they travel / were they travelling when their car had / was having a puncture?

5. A police car passed / was passing us on the motorway when we did / were doing 80 miles per hour.

III. Discuss the difference in meaning between the following pairs of sentences.

1. When I arrived at the party, they were drinking champagne.

When I arrived at the party, they’d drunk the champagne.

2. When I got home, the children went to bed.

When I got home, the children had gone to bed.

3. He told me that they were staying at the Ritz Hotel.

He told me that they had stayed at the Ritz Hotel.

