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‘Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life;
Where misadventured piteous overthrows

Both with their death bury their parents” strife.
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The fearful passage of their death-marked love
And the continuance of their parents’ rage,

Which but their children’s end nought could remove,
Is now the two hours’ traffic on our stage;

In which if you with patient ears attend,
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That ends their parents’ quarrels.

The unhappy story of their fated love

And their parents’ rage,

That was only ended by their children’s deaths,
Will be shown on stage for the next two hours.
If you listen patiently,

You might learn a lesson from it.
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What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.




image1.png
balcony Capulet dagger Montagues
dead kill parents tragedy
father Mercutio fighting Romeo
Friar Verona Paris write
Tybalt drug Shakespeare





image2.png
Romeo and Juliet: The Plot

Romeo and Juliet was written by William . It is about two families

called the and the Capulets, who are bitter enemies. Romeo and Juliet

are members of these families: is a Montague, and Juliet is a

At the beginning of the play, there is a fight between the two families, and the Prince
of says that anybody starting another fight will be executed.

At this time, Juliet’s parents want her to marry a rich young man called , but

she soon meets Romeo at a party and they fall in love. They know that their
will not allow them to marry. After the party, Romeo calls to Juliet, who is

standing on a outside her bedroom. Lawrence agrees to marry
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them, and thinks that this may end the fighting between the two families. They are
married in secret.

Juliet’s cousin, , has found out that Romeo went to the party, and wants to

fight with him. At the fight, Romeo’s friend, tries to help him, and is
killed by Tybalt. Romeo then kills Tybalt. The Prince arrives, and tells Romeo that he is

no-longer allowed to live in Verona.

Montague, Juliet’s , does not know about her secret marriage, and agrees

that Paris can marry her. Juliet asks Friar Lawrence for help, and he gives her a
that will make her seem to be dead. He says that he will to Romeo,

to explain what is happening. Juliet takes the drug before the wedding, and her ‘body’
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is put into the church.

Romeo does not get the letter, and his servant tells him that Juliet is . He

buys some poison so that he can himself. He goes to her tomb and drinks the

poison. She wakes up, just in time to see him die. Juliet takes Romeo’s and
kills herself.

Friar Lawrence tells the two families about the , and they realise the harm

that their arguments have done. They agree that there will be no more

between the Montagues and the Capulets.
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Romeo and Juliet

The Prologue

Two houscholds, both alike in dignity,
In fair Verona (where we lay our scene)

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
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Modern day, simple English version of the Prologuc

Two houscholds both equal in status
In beautiful Verona, where the play is se(,

Have a long-standing grudge, which leads to new conflict,
In which the families violently fight each other.

From these two enemies two children are born

These unlucky children become lovers and kill themselves.
It is their sad, unfortunate death

That ends their parents’ quarrels.




