The Causative – to have something done 
S + HAVE + O + PAST PARTICIPLE
 We use the expression ‘to have something done’ ( have + object + past participle) to say 
that somebody does something for you. Usually they’re things that are difficult to do yourself or you don’t want to do yourself. 
 Questions and negations of the verb have are formed with do/does or did. 
We can use the verb get instead of the verb have only in informal conversation.

	 Present simple 
	He paints the house 
	He has the house painted. 

	Present continuous 
	He is painting the house. 
	He is having the house painted. 

	Past simple 
	He painted the house. 
	He had the house painted. 

	Past continuous 
	He was painting the house. 
	He was having the house painted. 

	Future simple 
	He will paint the house. 
	He will have the house painted. 

	Future continuous 
	He will be painting the house. 
	He will be having the house painted. 

	Present perfect 
	He has painted the house. 
	He has had the house painted. 

	Present perfect continuous 
	He has been painting the house. 
	He has been having the house painted. 

	Past perfect 
	He had painted the house. 
	He had had the house painted. 

	Past perfect continuous 
	He had been painting the house. 
	He had been having the house painted. 

	Infinitive 
	He must paint the house. 
	He must have the house painted. 

	-ing form 
	It’s worth painting the house. 
	It’s worth having the house painted 






PRACTICE

REWRITE THESE SENTENCES USING ‘ TO HAVE SOMETHING DONE’ 

1) They serviced Ken’s car yesterday. – 
___________________________________________________________________________
2) They’re repairing our roof at the moment. 
___________________________________________________________________________
3) They’re going to fit a stereo in my car. 
___________________________________________________________________________
4) Someone cleans Sue’s flat once a week. 
___________________________________________________________________________
5) Has anyone tested your eyes recently? – 
___________________________________________________________________________
6) Someone stole John’s briefcase last week. 
___________________________________________________________________________
7) Someone is going to clean her house. – 
___________________________________________________________________________
8) Someone cooks her meals. 
___________________________________________________________________________
9) Someone washes her clothes. – 
___________________________________________________________________________
10) Somebody cleaned her windows. – 
__________________________________________________________________________
11) Somebody had serviced her car. 
___________________________________________________________________________
12) Somebody is doing  her shopping. – 
___________________________________________________________________________
13) Somebody looks after her garden. 
___________________________________________________________________________

14) Somebody has posted her letters . 
___________________________________________________________________________
15) Their windows need to be cleaned. 
___________________________________________________________________________
16) The hairdresser was styling Mrs Brown’s hair. 
___________________________________________________________________________
17) She told her son to carry the shopping to the house.  
___________________________________________________________________________
18) Dad is going to arrange for someone to cut the grass .  
___________________________________________________________________________
19) They used to employ a cleaner who cleaned the house. 
___________________________________________________________________________
20) Did the mechanic repair Paul’s motorbike? 
___________________________________________________________________________
21) A new jumper has been knitted for me. 
___________________________________________________________________________
22) The lock has to be fixed. 
___________________________________________________________________________
23) A new pair of glasses is going to be made for him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
24) Their windows need to be cleaned. 
___________________________________________________________________________
25) The hairdresser was styling Mrs Brown’s hair. 
___________________________________________________________________________
26) She told her son to carry the shopping to the house. 
___________________________________________________________________________
27) Dad is going to arrange for someone to cut the grass. 
___________________________________________________________________________
28) They used to employ a cleaner who cleaned the house. 
___________________________________________________________________________

PUT SENTENCES FROM PASSIVE V. INTO »CAUSATIVE HAVE« STRUCTURE.

1) His teeth are checked twice a year. 
___________________________________________________________________________
2) Her skirt is being cleaned at the moment. 
___________________________________________________________________________
3) My hair is trimmed once a month. 
___________________________________________________________________________
4) Central heating is going to be installed in our house next month. 
___________________________________________________________________________
5) Sam’s burglar alarm was fitted last week. 
___________________________________________________________________________
6) My car is being repaired at the moment. 
___________________________________________________________________________
7) The band’s new single has just been recorded. 
___________________________________________________________________________
8) Our new furniture was going to be delivered the other day. 
___________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]9) Their new house had been decorated before Christmas. 
___________________________________________________________________________
10) The windows will be cleaned. 
___________________________________________________________________________

