I INHERITED A DA VINCI

I remember the day my dad brought it home. I was eight years old, and sitting on the floor absorbed in a jigsaw. "Look," he said, placing a large gilded frame against the back of the sofa. The painting was of a woman, dressed in red with a child on her knee. Beside them _________(1 - stay) a young boy holding a cross, and a lamb _____________(2 -  look) up at him. I was spellbound. The picture, said my father, ________( 2/2give) to him by a private patient – we ___________(3 -  find out) exactly why. Dad was a popular GP, and it wasn't unusual for patients to give him gifts, but there ____________________ ( 4 - never be) anything quite like this.
Despite my father's obvious delight, I recall the occasion as rather solemn. He took my hand, which was very unusual, and I knew even then this was a very significant moment in my life.
Mum and Dad collected art, and so would certainly ____________(5 - know) that a Renaissance portrait of this type – painted in oil on wood – was likely to be valuable. But the painting _______________( 6 - never talk) about in a material sense. It _____(7 –treasure) on its own terms, and we all became very attached to it. The painting _________(8 – keep) out of harm's way in my parents' bedroom, and there it remained until we discovered the house had dry rot and moved.
In our next house, it took a more visible position on the landing. 
I remember my father referring to it as The Madonna And Child With John The Baptist. I would always take time to stop and look at it, and I ___________(9 – think) of all the people who ____________( 10 – see) the painting over the centuries.
The Madonna became very much part of our lives, so much so that on one occasion I ____________(11 – not,  take even)  her off the wall when I redecorated the room. I simply worked around the frame, and the flecks of emulsion that sprayed on to the painting _______(12 – be ,  still there today.
After my father died, it stayed in the family home until my 40th birthday, when my mother gave it to me as a gift. It __________(13 - follow)  me ever since, but it was only 11 years ago, when I needed capital to set up a business, that I thought of the Madonna as a potentially valuable asset.
When the director from the local branch of Sotheby's saw her, he simply said, "Phew!" I was delighted – I thought she was beautiful and I just wanted him to agree. He said the painting was old – early 16th century – and that he'd like to take it to be looked at by old master specialists in London and to get it laboratory tested.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I suddenly ___________( 14 – feel)  horrified at the prospect of separation, but as luck would have it my bank came to the rescue with the offer of a loan for my business, and the painting remained on my wall. If  the Madonna    _______( 15 – leave)   my house then, the wheels of commerce would surely have been set in motion and I doubt I'd have seen her again.
