SPANKING ON TRIAL
 
Summary: 
On the way home, David saw his five-year-old daughter wrestle with her brother too much to get him hurt. Being angered, David spanked her. The Canadian woman who is a mother of six-year-old boy saw it and called the police. This article describes the happening and related legal, social debates.  
 
1. It was his wife’s birthday and David Peterson had taken a break from the drive home to celebrate at a restaurant in London, Ontario. With him was his whole family─ wife Paula, five-year-old daughter Rachel, and son William, two─ fresh from a vacation in Niagara Falls. But Rachel was acting up, refusing to stop wrestling with her brother. When Peterson and his kids went to the car to fetch a present for their mother, Rachel went over the line. She pushed her brother out of the car to the parking lot asphalt, then slammed the door on his fingers when he tried to get back in. Angered, Peterson did what parents have done with insolent children for centuries: He spanked her. But Marlene Timperio, a mother of a six-year-old boy, saw it all. Nothing the Illinois license plate on Peterson’s vehicle, Timperio confronted the American, telling him: “This is not what we do in Canada.” And then she called the police.

2. So began David Peterson’s ordeal, which included a night in a London jail and months of legal headaches, culminating in his trial and acquittal last week on charges of assault. “We were just passing through,” the 39-year-old told reporters after the verdict in London, “and we stepped in it, so to speak.”

3. Indeed. There are few more contentious issues in parenting ─ to spank or not to spank? And the Peterson case has only added fuel to the long-standing debate. At the heart of the debate is Section 43 of the Canadian Criminal Code. It allows parents, teachers, and guardians to use “force by way of correction toward a pupil or child…if the force does not exceed what is reasonable under the circumstance.” During last week’s trail, Peterson’s lawyer, Michael Menear, argued that the section protected parents who “honestly believe” hey are teaching their children proper behaviour and do not inflict injury in the process.

4. In his ruling, Mr. Justice John Menzies of the Ontario Court’s Provincial Division said he was convinced the Petersons were “responsible, reasonable, and caring parents,” and that the spanking of Rachael was not excessive. Menzies added that the testimony of Timperio ─ who acknowledged that she opposes physical discipline ─ “brings into sharp focus the different views in society on the subject of child discipline.” Still, he added, “this is not a court of social justice, but of the law.”

5. But to many child experts and family workers, that law does not go far enough in protecting children. Dr. Elliott Barker, a psychiatrist who treats violent offenders, says that spanking can have “enormous costs” for both individuals and society. “To have the person you are most dependent on turn on you is a psychological blow you don’t forget,” says Barker. Children, he adds, will come to “believe that spanking is good, and they go on and spank their own kids.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. After the trail last week, Paula Peterson declined to say whether she and her husband will continue to spank their children. “That’s a decision my husband and I will make,” she said. Both parents said that they had no hard feelings about Canadians, nor about the debate that has raged around that day in the parking lot.
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