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2 Reading

1 Read the passage below about a child with behavioural problems. Decide
how you would deal with Daniel if he was a pupil of yours. Discuss your
answers.

Nine-year-old Daniel was . . . troublesome at school. His parents
were well off, but they were divorced. Daniel was in the habit of
pushing children for no apparent reason, and on one occasion he
scratched a girl’s leg with a cocktail stick until it bled. ...In spite of
this very objectionable behaviour, the teacher reported that there
was something very appealing about Daniel when she talked to him
and reprimanded him.

Daniel was also a problem at home. There was a close connec-
tion between his home circumstances and his behaviour at school.
He lived with his mother and a younger brother with whom Daniel
quarrelled all the time. Mother preferred the younger brother,
who was much better behaved at home and much more successful
at school than Daniel. The mother tried not to favour her younger
son, but she was aware of her preferences.

It seemed very obvious that Daniel’s attacks on other children at
school were connected with his jealousy of his younger brother.
He attacked his brother at home, just as he attacked the children
at school. His attacks on his brother were, of course, linked to his
feelings of being unwanted and unloved at home. They also
ensured that his mother took notice of him. Similarly, his attacks
on the other children at school necessitated the teacher’s atten-
tion. Once he had the teacher’s attention, e.g. when she talked to
him, he could be very appealing. Just as his frequent quarrels with
his younger brother can be seen as his way of telling his mother
that he felt hurt by her preference of the younger child, he showed
his teacher how hurt he was by her attending to other children.

Neither the mother nor the teacher neglected him. Neither of
them could give him as much attention as he desired. The reasons
for Daniel’s insatiable greed for attention were very complex and
complicated and not easy to discover.

Daniel’s attention-seeking behaviour made the teacher’s life very
difficult. She understood that he wanted attention and that he
needed it, yet as one of forty children he could not get what he
wanted. She also had to protect the other children from his
attacks. So she had to reprimand him and punish him, just as his
mother did at home. In this way Daniel was caught in a vicious cir-
cle which was difficult to break. He wanted to be loved, he felt
angry because he could not get what he wanted, he attacked other

| . children because he was angry, and therefore could not get the
love he wanted.

(from Troublesome Childres in the Classroom: Irene Caspari)
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