Endangered species                                                                  WORKSHEET A

The __________ humanity is having on the environment is rarely out of the news these days, with the subject of global __________ receiving an especially large amount of coverage.
Another important, but perhaps less well-known environmental issue is that of endangered species. These are groups of animals which are so low in number that they could become __________ . In most cases this is largely because of human activity.
Some scientists have suggested that at least 10% of the world’s birds, 30% of amphibians and 25% of mammals are endangered, with the latter group including some very well-known animals. 
The total number of tigers, for example, has __________ by more than 90% in the last hundred years. There are now fewer than 7,000, all living in southern and eastern Asia. The decline has been mainly due to illegal hunting, with hunters selling the tigers’ bones and body __________ for use in traditional medicines. 
The number of rhinoceroses in the world has also fallen dramatically, and for similar reasons. They are illegally hunted for their __________ , which are believed to be a vital ingredient in some traditional medicines. There are now fewer than 10,000 rhinoceroses left. 
Elephants are also an endangered species. They are illegally hunted for their ivory tusks, and their area of habitat is being __________ as the human population increases rapidly around them.
Recent history has shown, however, that the populations of endangered species can __________ if human __________ changes. 
A good example is a mammal that can grow to a length of more than 30 metres and a __________ of more than 180 tonnes, and is believed to be the largest animal that has ever lived on our __________ : the blue whale. As a result of hunting, blue whales were very close to becoming extinct during the first half of the twentieth century, but in the 1960s they began to be protected under international __________ . Since then their total population has increased, although it is still probably less than 5% of what it once was. 
Exercise 1 

Fill the twelve gaps in the text on Worksheet A with the correct words from the table below. There are four extra words.


	fallen
	planet
	ideas
	risen

	dead
	habitat
	parts
	warming

	weight
	impact
	law
	horns

	increase
	extinct
	reduced
	behaviour





Plenty more fish in the sea?                      WORKSHEET B

To tell someone not to worry because there are ‘plenty more fish in the sea’ is a 
(1) _______________ in English, often used when a person splits up with their girlfriend or boyfriend. The meaning, of course, is that there are lots more possible partners out there in the world 
According to a film that (2) _______________ recently, however, the expression might soon be out of date because, quite literally, there aren’t plenty more fish in the world’s oceans. 
The argument in The End of the Line is that the world is (3) _______________ a crisis caused by overfishing. So many fish are (4) _______________ that the populations of many species are declining very quickly, and some (5) _______________ disappeared from certain parts of the world. The Atlantic Ocean around Newfoundland (a large island (6) _______________ east coast of Canada), for example, has far fewer cod than it used to have. 
Part of the problem is the (7) _______________ in modern fishing, with ships detecting the biggest shoals of fish using sonar equipment and then using enormous nets that either encircle a wide area of ocean or are dragged along the ocean bed, catching everything in (8) _______________. 
The use of high tech methods to catch fish in enormous quantities has led to a general reduction in the price of fish in the world’s shops and restaurants, but the film argues that modern fishing methods are (9) _______________ sustainable – indeed, it says we might go from having cheap fish to having (10) _______________ at all. 
The film (11) _____________ against all fishing, however – it just advocates limits on the (12) _______________ fish that can be caught, along with the creation of marine reserves, in some parts of the world, where no fishing (13) _______________ place. 
The End of the Line also encourages people to (14) _______________ fish that have not been caught in a sustainable way, and in this sense it has already had an impact. As a (15) _______________ its argument that some types of tuna are being caught unsustainably, for example, two popular food shop chains in Britain have already said (16) _______________ now buy their tuna from different, more sustainable sources.

Exercise 1 
Can you fill the gaps in the text on Worksheet A with the correct pairs of words from the table below? There are four extra pairs of words that you should not use.


	being caught
	result of
	bad idea
	their path

	was certainly
	heading for
	is not
	came out

	technology used
	can take
	no fish
	to catch

	stop buying
	popular expression
	they will
	off the

	have almost
	probably enjoying
	number of
	simply not



Exercise 2
Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F), or if the text doesn’t say (D).

1. The message of The End of the Line is that all fishing should stop. 

2. The price of fish has risen as a result of the decline in the number of fish in the world’s oceans.

3. The Atlantic Ocean has fewer cod than the world’s other oceans.

4. The End of the Line has already caused two chains of food shop in Britain to say they will change their tuna suppliers.

5. About two-thirds of fish are now caught by dragging nets along the ocean bed.

6. Ships can now use technology to help them know where the shoals of fish are. 


Zoos                                                                                                                                                         WORKSHEET C
Bill
I think zoos are really important. For a start they get young kids interested in animals, which means those kids are more likely to grow up with an interest in helping to preserve wild animals and the natural world in general. And zoos themselves sometimes play a direct role in preserving endangered species – there are some species that might have become extinct by now if they hadn’t been able to breed in captivity.
I remember going to a couple of zoos where it seemed some animals were confined in spaces that were too small, but you rarely see that these days. I think most animals in zoos have surroundings that recreate their natural habitat quite well.

Ryan
I think it’s wrong for wild animals to be kept in cages for people’s entertainment. And let’s face it, that’s all zoos are – entertainment. People go on about the so-called ‘educational value’ of zoos, but you learn more about animals from wildlife documentaries on the TV than you do from looking at them in the artificial environment of a cage. And I’ve never really understood the idea that if people learn something from visiting a zoo, it somehow benefits the species of animal they’ve seen there. How does that work? Of all the people who’ve ever seen a tiger in a zoo, how many have been inspired to spend any time or money trying to help save wild tigers from extinction? Virtually none, I imagine. And as for the argument that breeding endangered species in zoos ensures they won’t become extinct, wouldn’t it be better to protect those animals by preserving their natural habitats, for example by doing something about deforestation? 

Amy
There are some animals I don’t like seeing in cages, like big cats, wolves and big monkeys. Whenever I’ve seen them in zoos I’ve always thought they looked a bit depressed. I guess it’s not natural for them to be in a confined space. The same goes for dolphins and killer whales in marine parks – they must feel like they’re swimming around in a puddle. 
Then again, I guess lots of animals born in captivity wouldn’t have the skills to survive in the wild, or would be in danger from hunters. At least in captivity they’re safe, and always have enough food.
Our local zoo mostly has smaller animals, and you can see that the people who work there do their best to take good care of them. Our seven-year-old son wants to go almost every week. The last time we took him, he said on the way home that he wants to be a vet when he grows up.


Exercise 1
Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F), or if the text doesn’t say (D).

1. Ryan thinks zoos have less educational value than wildlife documentaries on TV. 

2. Bill thinks that these days animals in zoos usually seem to have enough space.

3. There are no big cats at Amy’s local zoo.

4. Ryan has seen a tiger in a zoo.

5. Some of the big monkeys Amy has seen in zoos looked very happy.

6. Amy imagines that killer whales in marine parks don’t have enough space.

7. Bill believes zoos can make people become interested in animals.

8. Amy thinks it would be better if all the animals in zoos lived in the wild.


Exercise 2
Answer the questions below.

1. What animals does Amy imagine are unhappy in captivity? 

2. Bill mentions a direct and an indirect way in which zoos help preserve wild animals – what are they?

3. What does Ryan think would be a better way of protecting endangered species than breeding them in captivity?

4. Amy says something about her own family that seems to support something Bill says – what is it?

5. What example does Ryan use in expressing doubt about the idea that if people learn something from visiting a zoo, it somehow benefits the species of animal they’ve seen there?

6. In what way does Bill think zoos have improved?

7. What does Amy suggest are the advantages of captivity for some animals?

8. What does Ryan think is the only purpose of zoos?


Exercise 3 
Complete the crossword below. If all the words are correct, the two words that ‘zoo’ is short for will read from top to bottom. 
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1. 	Bill thinks the _________ of the space in which animals are confined in zoos is important.
2. Amy doesn’t like seeing _________ in captivity.
3. Bill and Amy both say zoos play a useful role by _________ some animals.
4. Ryan imagines that _________ no one has ever been inspired to help save wild tigers from extinction after seeing a tiger in a zoo. 
5. Ryan doesn’t think that a cage is a natural _________ for an animal.
6. Bill says zoos can help preserve _________ species of animal.
7. Ryan thinks animals should live in the wild, not in _________.
8. Amy gives some examples of large animals that she doesn’t think should live in the _________ environment of a zoo or marine park.
9. Ryan thinks that zoos are an _________ environment for animals. 
10. Amy thinks animals born in zoos probably lack some of the _________ wild animals have.
11. Bill doesn’t think it’s necessarily _________ for animals to be kept in zoos.
12. Amy thinks big cats don’t seem to be happy in _________.
13. Bill says that _________ in captivity has saved some species from extinction. 
14. Amy imagines that the confined space of a marine park feels like a _________ for dolphins and killer whales.
15. Ryan thinks that _________ is endangering some wild animals’ natural habitats.
16. Amy’s _________ loves going to the zoo.


Sharks                                                           WORKSHEET D
Is there a wild animal more feared than the shark? They are creatures that have a place in many people’s nightmares, partly because of films such as Jaws (1975) and Open Water (2004).
Whenever sharks attack humans – such as in early December last year, at a holiday resort on the Red Sea coast of Egypt, when one person died and four were seriously injured in the same week – it ensures they keep their frightening reputation. 
What many people might not realize, however, is how rare shark attacks are. In most years there are fewer than a hundred reported attacks worldwide, and fewer than ten are fatal. More people per year die from bee stings (usually because they are allergic to them), or from being struck by lightning. 
It is true that sharks are highly efficient predators, but out of a total of around 400 different species, only about 30 are known to have attacked humans. In the seas off northern Europe, for example, there are various species of shark but none of them are dangerous. 
In fact, just four species are responsible for most of the attacks on humans: the great white (made famous by Jaws), tiger shark, bull shark, and oceanic whitetip. The great white, which can grow to more than five metres in length, is found mostly off the coast of Australia, South Africa, California and Mexico. Even with these more aggressive species, however, experts say some attacks probably happen when the animals mistake humans for their normal prey such as seals (for example in the case of surfers lying on their boards).
The largest shark of all is the whale shark, which can grow to up to 12 metres in length. That may sound terrifying, but in fact they are gentle creatures that eat mostly plankton. Some whale sharks will even allow divers to hitch a ride by holding on to one of their fins.
Overall, humans are far more dangerous to sharks than they are to us. It is estimated that at least 100 million sharks per year are killed through fishing (shark meat is eaten in various different countries), and a large number also die when they become trapped in nets put in place to catch other fish. As a result, many species of shark are now in danger of becoming extinct.   
Sharks                                                         WORKSHEET B
Exercise 1
Complete the crossword below. If all the words are correct, the approximate number of teeth that a great white shark has will read from top to bottom.
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1. The text suggests that many species of shark might soon become ___________.
2. Sharks are a kind of animal that people could have ___________ about.
3. In most years, ___________ than ten people worldwide die from shark attacks.
4. Many sharks die when they become trapped in fishing ___________.
5. Whale sharks are not ___________.
6. Shark ___________ are very rare.
7. ___________ probably kills at least 100 million sharks per year.
8. There are some great white sharks off the ___________ of Mexico.
9. Most species of shark are not ___________ to humans.
10. Some species of shark might sometimes ___________ humans for their normal prey.
11. The prey of some sharks includes ___________.
12. The shark in ___________ was a great white.
13. A shark’s ___________ help it move through the water.
14. Sharks are ___________.
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Across 
3. Lobsters and crabs have these.
5. Something on deer's head.
8. An elephant's nose.
9. A cat’s feet.
11. These protect the skin of reptiles and fish.
12. Something an elephant and a walrus have in common.
14. Fish use these to breathe.
16. Birds have these all over their body.
18. Something on a bull's head.
19. Mammals use these to breathe.

	Down 
1. This swings at the back end of many animals.
2. A horses feet.
4. Something a zebra and a tiger have in common.
6. What a squid and a jellyfish have in common
7. A bird's mouth.


	
10. Many animals use these to fly.
13. Something a cheetah and giraffe have in common.
15. Something a turtle and a snail have in common.
16. Animal hair.
17. Snake poison.
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