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Cats live in towns, in
villages and on farms.
Do you sometimes watch
cats? How do they move?
They are good at running,
climbing and jumping.
They are champions. Cool
cats practise being good
athletes every day because
they are predators. They
must run faster than their prey,
before they can catch it.
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Tigers and cheetahs are big cats. They do But I hate water!
not live with people because they are wild
animals. They live in forest habitats and
grassland and where they can find big prey.

The tiger is the biggest of all the big
cats. It lives in different countries of
Asia. Because it swims well, it can
carry its prey through water.

It is a dangerous predator because it runs very fast and
can jump more than 4 metres. A tiger can easily hide in
trees and long grass, where its prey cannot see it.

The cheetah is the fastest animal on four legs. It can run at
a speed of 120 km/h. It is a champion athlete.
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Spider monkeys live in forest habitats in Central and South
America. They have prehensile tails which hold on to
branches. They can swing from branch to branch with their
tails. At the same time they can hold food in their hands.

Spider monkeys eat plants, insects and birds’ eggs. They are
fantastic acrobats in trees.

Gibbons live \\\ '
in forests of .

Southeast Asia. '
They have no tails
but they have long arms,
and long hands and feet.

—
B -

These acrobats can swing
more than 10 metres between
trees, high above the ground.
They eat plants and insects.

Gibbons are the fastest animals
which live in trees. On the ground
they walk more slowly, on two legs.
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Kangaroos eat grass,
and they are good at jumping.
They can move 13.5 metres in one
jump. They can jump for nearly

2 kilometres at 40 km/h.

The red kangaroo lives in the driest parts of Australia,
where there is not much grass. The red kangaroo often
has to jump a long way before it finds food.

Flying squirrels live in North
American forests. They sleep
in trees in the day. At night
they fly down and find food.

How do they fly? They make
the shape of two wings with
their body, and glide. They
can glide for 46 metres.
That is fantastic for animals
which have no wings.

!
/
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African wild dogs are famous because they have fantastic African wild dogs catch gazelles, but these animals

stamina. These predators can run at a speed of about are difficult prey. They can run at a speed of 80 km/h.
56 km/h for 5 or 6 kilometres. Because they have stamina ' They can also jump in the air and run at the same time.
they do not get tired quickly. Their prey usually runs faster, The dogs kill only the weakest and youngest gazelles.

| but then it becomes tired and weak. It cannot run any i
longer and the dogs kill it.

African wild dogs and gazelles are [ong-distance
athletes. They can run a long way before they get tired.
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In the east and south of Africa their grassland habitats are
often dry for many months. The elephants must go a long
way before they find grass and water. Hungry elephants can
walk more than 30 kilometres in one day. They never forget
places where there is water. They can drink about 200 litres
every day, and eat 100 kilograms of food.

Elephants do not usually run, but they can run very fast
when they are angry.
They also make
a terrible noise.

Asian and West African elephants live in jungle habitats.
Some of these animals work for people, because they can s

lift and carry heavy things.

P—

All elephants have stamina for ’
| long-distance walking, : 7,
; 4
but not for running. 'y
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Every autumn many storks leave
Europe and fly south to Africa. They fly
hundreds of kilometres. On the journey,
they stop and find food. Then they take
off again. The sun shines on the
land, and warm air rises.

The birds begin flying and then
they glide on rising air. They can
glide for many kilometres. They fly
back to Europe in spring, after the
African winter.

The long-distance
journeys of storks
and Monarch
butterflies

Birds are not the only long-distance athletes in the air.
Every autumn, millions of Monarch butterflies fly south

from their summer homes in North America. They fly -
thousands of kilometres to California and Mexico. v

In spring they fly north again.

A lot of butterflies die on this difficult journey.
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Hummingbirds live in North, Central and South America.
Why are they always flying round flowers? Because inside
flowers there is nectar, which is their favourite food.

A hummingbird moves very quickly from flower to flower.
It flies up, down and round. It is the only bird which can
fly backwards. It is a champion acrobat in the air.

Leasidd ARSI

Dragonflies are also great acrobats.
They are the fastest of all flying insects.

There are many different kinds of
dragonfly, but they all live in habitats
near water. This is the place where
they find small insect prey.

Dragonflies fly up, down and e ¥
backwards, too. The colours | Can’t catch me! /(

on their bodies and e o
wings look
beautiful in
the sun.

S~
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Penguins live in Antarctica. They are birds,

but they cannot fly. They move slowly on land
where they walk and hop. In the sea they swim
very fast. This is important because they catch
fish there, and fish move fast. It is also important
because their predators swim fast, too. Great white
sharks and Orca whales eat penguins.

Dolphins are good acrobats, and like having fun. They
enjoy swimming fast and jumping high in the water.

Dolphins are intelligent and friendly animals. They
sometimes swim near ships and people enjoy watching
them. Perhaps dolphins also like watching people. Perhaps
they are saying to their friends, ‘Look at those animals

on legs! They're very slow.’

y
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Flying fish an jump out of the sea and glide two hundred
metres. Their predators swim fast but they cannot fly.
Are flying fish the best athletes?

v St T, T e gt

= Cheetahs are S
fastest on land and
gibbons are fastest in
trees. The best long-distance

The long-distance
journeys of Grey
whales

—— winter journey

—— summer journey

champions are whales.
Grey whales are fantastic long-distance athletes. They The fastest ﬂ),-mg
live near Alaska i{m summer, where there is a lot .of food. insects are dragonflies.
In winter they swim to warmer water near Mexico. They And the best athl etes?

go there because there is better food. It is also the place
where their babies are born. Later the whales swim back
to Alaska. This is a journey of 20,000 kilometres.

; Cool cats!
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acrobat (n) page 6

athlete (n) page 3

backwards (adv) page 16
branch (n) page 6

glide (v) page 8
grassland (n) page 4
habitat (n) page 4

insect (n) page 6

long-distance (adj) page 11
nectar (n) page 16

km/h page 5

predator (n) page 3

prehensile (tail)
(adj) page 6

prey (n) poge 3
stamina (n) page 10

a person (or animal) who can swing, climb and
move in different ways

a person (or animal) who, for example, is very
good at running, swimming, jumping

This boy is walking backwards. <

part of a tree

a way of moving in the air N
a place where grass grows. It is often flat.
a place where an animal lives

a small animal which has three pairs
of legs, and usually two pairs of wings

going a long way
a plant food which is inside flowers
kilometres per hour

an animal which kills and eats animals
for food

part of an animal which can
hold on to something

an animal which a predator kills and eats

An animal has stamina because it can fly, walk,
run or swim for a long time before it is tired.

Before You Read

© Look at the pictures.
a Which activities can you do?
b Which activities can animals and birds do?

jump climb i ride a bicycle

@ Look in the book and find

an animal which only lives in water.

an animal which only eats plant food.

an animal which has beautiful colours on its body.
an animal which is bigger than an elephant.

an animal which runs very fast.

an animal which you can see in your country.
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