Complete the sentences with must, may, might, could, couldn’t or can’t. Sometimes there is more than one possible answer. 

1 They have eaten for two days because they were stuck on the roof of their house. (The speaker is sure.) 

2 You have been very frightened when you felt the building shake! (The speaker is sure.) 

3 Lisa’s quite late getting here. She have got lost. (The speaker is not sure.) 

4 It have taken you ages to paint this room! It’s enormous! (The speaker is sure.) 

5 I can’t log in to my account for some reason. I not have put in the right password. (The speaker is not sure.) 6

 The burglars have got in through the window. It’s too small. (The speaker is sure.) 

7 Matt not have got your message about the film. Shall we phone him? (The speaker is not sure.) 

8 Ella have gone home because her bike’s still here. (The speaker is sure.) 

Complete the sentences with must, may, might, could, couldn’t or can’t and the correct form of the verbs in the box. Sometimes there is more than one possible answer. 

be • blow • already/die • not/hear • leave • not/reach • understand • walk 

1 This family for days to get here. They have come from about 100 kilometres away and they look absolutely exhausted. 

2 No one is sure of the scale of the disaster, but aid agencies are saying that thousands of people in the drought. 

3 Some people were still at home when the tsunami struck. They the instructions to leave, but we can’t be sure. 

4 The survivors overjoyed to see the rescue helicopters arrive. 

5 The children what was happening. They are too young to know what an earthquake is. 

6 The winds down the power lines because there’s no electricity now. 

7 We haven’t heard from the rescue team, so we don’t know where they are. They the disaster area yet. 

8 I don’t know where my brother is. He with the other students but I don’t know. 

Correct the sentences. Sometimes there is more than one possible answer. 

1 Jaime might comes with us tomorrow, but he’s not sure yet. 

2 Paula may already go home. She’s not in the library. 

3 She don’t can be 18! She looks far too young. 

4 Eduardo can’t has expected to become famous! 

5 Ana could not be able to play in the concert next week. She’s not sure. 

6 Jonan musts have a lot of money. He’s always buying things. 

7 I must have tore my trousers on the hike yesterday. 

8 This must be their flat, but I’m not sure.

Complete the conversation with must, may, might, could, couldn’t or can’t and the correct form of the verb in brackets. Sometimes there is more than one possible answer. 

Interviewer: This past year 1 (be) very difficult for you and other farmers in the region because of the drought that has lasted for so long. It 2 (have) an enormous impact on you. 

Farmer: Yes, it’s devastating. We’ve had to sell some of our cattle, and it’s expensive feeding the others. 

Interviewer: You 3 (be) very worried about how you’re going to go on farming here. 

Farmer: Yes, we are. We 4 (not/be) able to carry on for much longer. I think some of my neighbours 5 (already/sell) all their animals, but I’m not sure. They 6 (not/want) to spend more money on feeding them – I don’t know. Of course there’s a chance that we 7 (get) some rain soon as this month is the start of the normal rainy season. We hope so! 

Interviewer: What about other members of the community? How have they been affected? 

Farmer: A lot of people in our town are farm workers so a lot of them are unemployed now. I’m sure some of them 8 (work) for eight or nine months – there just isn’t the work. It’s very tough for them, and many of them are planning to leave. 

Interviewer: It’s a very serious situation. Thank you for talking to me

