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1. Describe Sir Robert Chiltern.
2. How does he compare to Lord Goring?
3. Which of the 2 main female characters do you find the most likeable – Lady Chiltern or Mrs Cheveley? Why?
4. How is marriage portrayed in the play?
5. Discuss the scene between Lord Goring and Mrs Cheveley involving the brooch.
6. Describe the relationship between Lord Goring and Mabel Chiltern.
7. Having had the same mentor, how do Sir Robert and Mrs Cheveley compare?
8. What lessons can be learnt from the play?

Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde was born on October 16, 1854 in Dublin, Ireland, to William Wilde, an acclaimed doctor, and Jane Francesca Elgee, a poet and a skilled linguist. Oscar was the second of three children.
Wilde was a bright and bookish child who fell in love with Greek and Roman studies. He attended Trinity College in Dublin then, in 1874, Wilde received a scholarship for further study at Oxford, where he made his first sustained attempts at creative writing.
After Oxford, Wilde moved to London, where he continued to focus on writing poetry, publishing his first collection, “Poems”, in 1881.
On May 29, 1884, Wilde married a wealthy Englishwoman named Constance Lloyd. They had two sons: Cyril, born in 1885, and Vyvyan, born in 1886. With a family to support, Wilde accepted a job revitalising the Woman's World magazine, where he worked from 1887-1889. The next six years were the most creative period of his life. He published two collections of children's stories, his only novel, “The Picture of Dorian Gray”, and his first play, “Lady Windermere's Fan”, which opened in February 1892. Its success prompted him to continue to write for the theatre. His subsequent plays included “A Woman of No Importance” (1893), “An Ideal Husband” (1895), and “The Importance of Being Earnest” (1895). These plays were all highly acclaimed and firmly established Wilde as a playwright.
Around this time, Wilde commenced an affair with a young man named Lord Alfred ‘Bosie’ Douglas, the third son of the Marquis of Queensberry. In April 1895, Wilde sued Bosie's father for libel as the Marquis had accused him of homosexuality. Wilde withdrew his case but was himself arrested and convicted of gross indecency and sentenced to two years hard labour.
Upon his release, Wilde wrote “The Ballad of Reading Gaol,” a response to the agony he experienced in prison. He and Bosie reunited briefly, but Wilde mostly spent the last three years of his life wandering Europe, staying with friends and living in cheap hotels. When a recurrent ear infection became serious several years later, meningitis set in, and Oscar Wilde died on November 30, 1900.
