DERIVATION

                                prefix – base – suffix                (sometimes infixes)

eg.:

Which word is made with the process of word formation? Why and how?
SING

SINGS

SINGER

SINGING

VERB
Most common  suffixes which form verbs (from Nouns and Adjectives): 
- -ise/ ize (commercialise, crystallise) (-ise BE)
- en  (whiten, lengthen, darken, soften, widen)
- ate (educate, communicate, celebrate)
- ify   (personify, intensify, qualify, beautify)

Verbs also can take prefixes:

[image: image1.png]prefix examples

ad- adapt, admit, advance
de- deceive, deform, describe
im-/in- impose, increase, inform
per- perform, persuade, perceive
re- recall, receive, reproduce

fowever, some words beginning with these prefixes may belong to other word classes (e.g. increase
noun], reception [noun))




Sometimes the word does not change its form:

Verbs related to nouns

Could you hand me the dictionary?/ We should position the noticeboard where everyone can see it./ I’ll email Sally to see if she is free on Thursday.
Verbs related to adjectives

I needed to calm my nerves before the interview./The government hopes to slow the growth in road traffic over the next five years./ As they get older, most people’s hair starts to thin.
Form new verbs with the given words

drama - ... = 

terror - ...= 

origin- ...=

motive- ...=

beauty-...=

person- ...=

white-...=

sharp-...=

crystal - ... = 
hand- …=

length - ..=

repair-…=

surprise-=
gift-=
Most common verb prefixes: 
un- (untie, undo)
over- (overhear)
be- (bewilder)
en- (enable)
em- (embody) 
dis- (disappear)

mis- (misunderstand)

re- (rearrange)

Add more examples with the given words:
agree, button, fold, hear, like, pack, pronounce, spell, build, consider, marry, name, large, sure

Replace the underlined words with verbs. Be careful about their forms.
a) The speech was made lively by occasional flashes of humour.

b) It was only after he had absconded with the money they discovered he had been making the accounts false.

c) Hard physical work will make your muscles tough.

d) It would be silly to make little of his abilities.

e) Some women undergo plastic surgery to make their faces more beautiful.
f) Warm sunshine makes the fruit ripe.

g) The firemen put their life in danger every day.

h) I would be grateful if you could make clear the following points: a)…

i) Mark’s main ideas are given body in his new article.
j) Allegory uses different characters to stand as symbols for particular ideas.

k)We were puzzled (as in a mystery)

l) Air hostesses should make sure that all seat belts are fastened.

m) You made it sound dramatic.

n) They must use foolproof methods for making sure the water is pure.

o) We had the best photographs made larger
p) You will have to make this exercise simpler.

Add or take suffixes away to complete the sentences

r) His methods of … discipline were always to give sharp cuff on the ears. (ENFORCE)

s) In such dire straits I was … to sell everything. ( FORCE)

t) It was quite incredible how you came to mistaken his … (IDENTICAL)

u) She dreamt of … (STAR)

v) We sorely need people who have genuine … and … ( SYMPHATHISE, UNDERSTAND)

w) He could hardly … himself to speak ( TRUSTING)

x) He decided to … in English literature ( SPECIALITY)

y) I can lively … what it will look like (VISUAL)

z) Get rid of something = E…….

a) The average British family …… in a semi-detached house.(LIFE)

b) The sickness did not really ……….him. (WEAK)

c) Could you help me……….. the furniture in my room? (ARRANGE)

d) Do you think they can ……..the dimension of the Universe? (PERCEPTION)

e) I think he did not …………. in passing all his exams. (Success)

f) Germany looks like the third world………….. to Luxemburg. (COMPARISON)

g) Please…………..the temperature, it is so hot inhere. (REGULATION)

The basic part of any word is the root; to it, you can add a prefix at the beginning and/or a suffix at the end to change the meaning. For example, in the word "unflattering," the root is simply "flatter," while the prefix "un-" makes the word negative, and the suffix "-ing" changes it from a verb into an adjective (specifically, a participle).

English itself does not use prefixes as heavily as it once did, but many English words come from Latin, which uses prefixes and suffixes (you can use the word affix to refer either to a prefix or a suffix) quite extensively. For example, the words "prefix," "suffix," and "affix" themselves are all formed from "fix" by the used of prefixes:

· "ad" (to) + "fix" (attached) = "affix" 

· "pre" (before) + "fix" = "prefix" 

· "sub" (under) + "fix" = "suffix" 

Note that both the "-d" of "ad" and the "-b" of "sub" change the last letter.

Here are some of the most common Latin prefixes (for the meanings of the Latin roots, look up the words in a good dictionary):

ab 

(away) abrupt, absent, absolve 

ad 

(to) adverb, advertisment, afflict 

in 

(not) incapable, indecisive, intolerable 

inter 

(between, among) intercept, interdependent, interprovincial 

intra 

(within) intramural, intrapersonal, intraprovincial 

pre 

(before) prefabricate, preface prefer 

post 

(after) postpone, postscript, postwar 

sub 

(under) submarine, subscription, suspect 

trans 

(across) transfer, transit, translate 

	Prefix & Suffix Dictionary


Use these prefixes and suffixes throughout the unit. Then make copies for students.
 
PREFIXES
A prefix is added to the beginning of a base or root word to change its meaning.
 
Prefix/Meaning
anti/against, opposite
bi/two
co/together
dis/the opposite of extra- beyond
im/not
mid/middle
mis/wrong
multi/many
over/too much
pre/before
re/back, again
semi/half
un/not, reverse of
under/below
 
SUFFIXES
A suffix is added to the end of a base word to change its meaning or part of speech.
 
Noun Suffix/Meaning
-ance, -ence/state of being
-ant, -ent, -er, -or, -ian, -ist/one who
-ion, -tion/act of, result of
-ment/act of
-ness/quality of being
 
Adjective Suffix/Meaning
-able, -ible/able to be
-er/more
-est/most
-ive, -ous, -y/having the quality of
-ish/like
-ful/full of
-less/doesn't have
 
Adverb Suffix/Meaning
-ly, -fully, -wise/in the manner of
 
Verb Suffix/Meaning
-ate, -ify, -ize/make or do
-ing/in the process of doing

	

	


Q: In the centre of the room, clamped to an upright easel, stood the full-length portrait of a young man of _____ (ORDINARY) personal beauty, and in front of it, some little _____ (DISTANT) away, was sitting the artist himself, Basil Hallward, whose sudden _____ (APPEAR) some years ago caused, at the time, such public _____ (EXCITE), and gave rise to so many strange conjectures. As the painter looked at the _____ (GRACE) and comely form he had so _____ (SKILL) mirrored in his art, a smile of ______ (PLEASE) passed across his face, and seemed about to linger there. But he _____ (SUDDEN) started up, and, closing his eyes, placed his fingers upon the lids, as though he sought to _____ (PRISON) within his brain some curious dream from which he feared he might _____ (WAKE).

Q: We earn our _____ (LIVE) in America today in peaceful ______ (COMPETE) with people all across the Earth. Profound and _____ (POWER) forces are shaking and _____ (MAKE) our world, and the urgent question of our time is whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy. This new world has already _____ (RICH) the lives of millions of Americans who are able to _____ (COMPETITION) and win in it. But when most people are working harder for less, when others cannot work at all, when the cost of health care devastates families and threatens to _____ (BANK) our enterprises, great and small, when the fear of crime robs law abiding citizens of their _____ (FREE), and when millions of poor children cannot even imagine the lives we are calling them to lead, we have not made change our friend

This text was taken from "The Picture of Dorian Gray " by Oscar Wilde
 

Top of Form

In the centre of the room, clamped to an upright easel, stood the full-length portrait of a young man of [image: image2.wmf]

--

(ORDINARY) personal beauty, and in front of it, some little [image: image3.wmf]

--

(DISTANT) away, was sitting the artist himself, Basil Hallward, whose sudden [image: image4.wmf]

--

(APPEAR) some years ago caused, at the time, such public [image: image5.wmf]

--

(EXCITE), and gave rise to so many strange conjectures. 

As the painter looked at the [image: image6.wmf]

--

(GRACE) and comely form he had so [image: image7.wmf]

skilfully

(SKILL) mirrored in his art, a smile of [image: image8.wmf]

--

(PLEASE) passed across his face, and seemed about to linger there. But he [image: image9.wmf]

--

(SUDDEN) started up, and, closing his eyes, placed his fingers upon the lids, as though he sought to [image: image10.wmf]

--

(PRISON) within his brain some curious dream from which he feared he might [image: image11.wmf]

--

(WAKE).

Bottom of Form

EXERCISE # 2

This text was taken from "The Time Machine", by H(erbert) G(eorge) Wells

Top of Form

`It is simply this. That Space, as our [image: image12.wmf]

--

(MATHS) have it, is spoken of as having three dimensions, which one may call [image: image13.wmf]

--

(LONG), Breadth, and [image: image14.wmf]

--

(THICK), and is always definable by [image: image15.wmf]

--

(REFER) to three planes, each at right angles to the others. But some philosophical people have been asking why THREE dimensions [image: image16.wmf]

--

(PARTICULAR) --why not another direction at right angles to the other three?--and have even tried to construct a Four-Dimension geometry. Professor Simon Newcomb was expounding this to the New York Mathematical Society only a month or so ago. You know how on a flat surface, which has only two dimensions, we can represent a figure of a three-[image: image17.wmf]

--

 (DIMENSION) solid, and [image: image18.wmf]

--

(SIMILAR) they think that by models of thee dimensions they could represent one of four--if they could master the [image: image19.wmf]

--

(PERCEIVE) of the thing. See?' 

Bottom of Form
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