Literary Essay “Ingredients Worksheet”

1. Read the essay question and briefly explain what you need to do.

2.  What is the title ______________ author _______________ and genre _____________ of the literature you will be writing about?

3.  What statement did you choose?

4.  How many body paragraphs will you need to adequately answer this question?

5.  Brainstorm all of the possible answers you can think of for this question.

When you do steps 4, 6, and 7, make sure that all of the information you write on the “a” side of the paper is about the same topic and that what you write on the “b” side of the paper is about the same topic.  

6. What will be the focus of your body paragraphs? (if you said you need two body paragraphs, you need two separate supporting ideas).

(a)_______________________________ and (b)___________________________________

7.  What needs to be in your thesis?  

8.  Write two very specific examples of how this idea is conveyed.

Example 1:

(a) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Example 2:

(a) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Example 1:

(b) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Example 2:

(b) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________
7.  Explain how each example connects to the topic sentence and the thesis.
Explanation of example 1:

(a) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Explanation of example 2:

(a) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Explanation of example 1:

(b) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Explanation of example 2:

(b) ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

     ______________________________

Now you have the most important parts of the essay mapped out.  You have compiled the necessary information for your thesis, topic sentences, concrete detail and commentary.

You still need to figure out what you will write for your hook, TAG, conclusion sentences, and conclusion paragraph.  

We also need to put it all together in a plan that will make your writing of this essay really efficient.

